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Foreword

By means of reading letters, words and sentences, we acquire various types of
information. Moreover, when learning new words, the process of studying not only
includes confirming the pronunciation and meaning of those words, but can also involve
aiding people to cultivate a greater understanding of the words, improving their memory,
and even helping them study more efficiently. For all these reasons, reading is an extremely
important activity.

Because Japanese writing is made up of three types of letters — kanji, hiragana and
katakana — reading Japanese can seem difficult, and many people want to give up before
they have even begun. However, if you start practicing reading from the very beginning of
your Japanese studies, you will gradually become used to it. It will also help you to
smoothly advance to the intermediate level, at which stage much more emphasis is placed
on reading comprehension.

This book has been made with the aim of allowing people not only to become used
to reading Japanese but also to enjoy it. With this in mind, a great number of topics as well
as a variety of reading materials, ranging from stories, explanations, letters and interviews
to quizzes, questionnaires, recipes and haiku, have been included in the book.

The book closely follows the material in the individual lessons of Minna no Nikongo
II. Any words not found in Minna no Nihongo Il can be located in the Vocabulary List at
the back of the book. This book can also be used by students using other textbooks. Simply
refer to the study items list to find the most appropriate reading material.

We hope that by using this book reading Japanese will become an interesting and
enjoyable experience for everyone.

The authors
April 2001



How to use this book
This book is made up of two main parts: Main Text and Plus Alpha.

*  Main Text
Corresponding to Chapters 26 to 50 of Minna no Nihonge Il , the Main Text covers
all the items to be learned in those lessons, Use this part of the book in the following
manner:

1. First of all, read the title and think about what the passage concerns.

2.  Read the main body of the text. If there are any words you do not understand,
look them up in the attached Vocabulary List. Even if there are parts you de not
understand, try to read to the end of the text.

3. Do Exercise I and check your answers in the attached Answer Book. If you find
you have made a mistake, try to do the exercise in question again.

Following the instructions, do the activities outlined in Exercise II.

5. Some data accompany the reading passages to help you completely understand

the contents. Be sure to refer to this material.

= Plus Alpha
In Chapters 30, 31, 32, 33, 35, 38, 39, 40, 42, 44, 45, 46, 47, 49, and 30, there is also
a Plus Alpha page. Here you will find various types of reading material such as
memos, deta, quizzes, questionnaires, recipes, haiku, greeting cards, newspaper arti-
cles, ete. If you have the time, please try these.
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